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‘A’ was subjected to a violent attack by 2 persons who hit him in on the head with a brick and stamped
repeatedly on his head as he lay on the floor. He was robbed of both his mobile telephone and his wallet
(containing his Autism West Midlands ‘Attention Card’ amongst other things). An eye witness in a
neighbouring house called police and ambulance. The
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‘A’ appeared at ----------- Magistrates Court on Friday --- November 2011 to stand trial. The case
was to be heard before a circuit Judge.

The Judge at the request of the defence allowed ‘A’ to sit with his parents behind the defence
counsel rather than having to sit alone in the dock.

It was clear the Judge had studied the case papers in advance, in particular the psychiatric report.
He asked if the prosecution would be ‘offering no evidence’ as it appeared to him that it was not in
the public interest to pursue a prosecution in this case.

The CPS prosecutor wanted to continue the trial but was advised by the Judge to seek guidance
from his superiors and briefly adjourned to allow this to happen.

On his return the prosecutor insisted he had been told to continue. At this point, the Judge pointed
out that were he to do so, given the assessment by the psychiatrist, he would expect the defence to
submit a request for investigation into an ‘abuse of process’ by the CPS.

A second brief adjournment for the prosecutor to seek advice was allowed.

On his return the prosecutor ‘offered no evidence’ on behalf of the prosecution and the trial was
halted.

In summing up the Judge recognised the difficulty police faced when confronted with apparently
difficult or violent behaviour, however he felt that once the facts became known he did not
understand why a decision to prosecute was still taken.

The defence counsel thanked AWM for the support and advice provided to ‘A’, his family and the
defence team in this case which had assisted in ensuring that a vulnerable teenager was not
unnecessarily prosecuted.
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trips and watches television. But her autism has ca
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The women in the internet group certainly support a reassessment of diagnostic criteria. They want to reject
the pressure to conform to a limited and limiting range of acceptable female behaviours. 'Bear witness,’
writes Judy Singer, 'to the violations of human rights we have suffered: the torment in the playground; the
discrimination by employers on social grounds in jobs where social skills should not be part of the criteria;
the pressure from families to act normal, to be more feminine, to have children.’

Understanding of autism in males has increased dramatically over the past couple of decades. Now, it seems,
it is time to take a fresh look at the way autism manifests itself in women.
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Parenting and autism spectrum conditions

Parenting children with autism is a challenging and rewarding job that demands skills that are not
always innate but can be learned by an eager and willing student. Parents learn quickly from their
children, the problems often begin when we attempt to transfer our knowledge and learned
experience onto an outside world that is ill prepared to meet and greet our children with special
needs, the danger when we fail is social exclusion and isolation that lead to an inevitable decline in
expectations of life and rob our communities of the capacity to learn from and help each other.

We need to learn how to transfer our experience fast, autism is now estimated to affect 1 in
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as evident as the physical ones though the physical trauma is easier for people to understand,
they can see the full extent of it, it's only skin deep. Although injured at work he never applied for

benefits unable and unwilling as he was to apply himself to the necessary form filling, we lived
meagrely.

| began to study psychology with an eye on autism and abnormal psychology that has pitted the
experience of generations of my family in a very re
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mental health issues it would be best not to mention his autism to the adult mental health service
as it might be unhelpful in gaining treatment.

My youngest son has battled with social phobia for similar reasons to my eldest, his identity is
impacted by the awareness of his differences that set him apart from his peers though he has a
more secure sense of himself as a good and worthwhile person, he now accepts that his journey
will be different. His GCSE’s were disrupted as school failed to meet his needs despite his
individual support plan, everything fell into disarray as support arrived too late, he was devastated
and became very ill suffering anxiety resulting in agoraphobia. At school he was used in the illicit
activity of others who would take him to the shop and fill the lining of his jacket with goods, being
ever helpful he would allow them, thankfully a store manager observed and reported what was
happening and an unwitting descent into crime was averted. Vulnerability will be his enemy-my
eldest son would have been doing rather than helping! We have embarked on a pilot scheme to
enable him to take his GCSE’s which will be delivered through a virtual academy, with exams sat
in a designated college with sufficient awareness of his needs, if successful this will enable a new
educational option for others in similar circumstances. We did access funding for 3 years at a
specialist college but the intake that year was mainly of students with higher than average needs
and once again but for opposite reasons he found himself in a minority which further impacted on
his self-esteem. He attended an IT academy, and on presentation of his very badly written up
Learning Support Plan was refused, however when represented at a later date by a mentor with no
mention of disability he was welcomed with open arms and graduated with top scores in the
academy expecting to receive an ipad like the previous year’s winner, however, the manager
having discovered his disability hissed at him on his departure that when she discovered how he
had managed to come first she would strip him of his certificates. First prize went to the most
improved candidate. He returned home devastated, this was one of the worst blows to his self-
esteem and it rendered him housebound for 2 years, his anger turned inward resulting in physical
health issues with more long-term implications. People in positions of authority carry so much
weight for people with autism | wish they had a measure of the destruction their ill thought out
words and behaviours had and how it is to live with the results.

My daughter who is only mildly biologically affected by autism has nevertheless struggled with the
demands of autism within the family, | have spread myself far too thinly in her direction actually
feeling as though | was stealing time to spend with her on much loved ordinary activities like
shopping and cinema trips. | say stealing as much of my life as a parent is spent attending to the
greatest presenting need of the hour with not much allowance for either leisure activity or forward
planning, it is a very needs must existence that can be fraught with anxiety, stress and depression
that research bears out results ultimately in chronic health conditions which is why it is so
important for the cost to be quantified in order to stem the flow of avoidable diseases in the future
as a result of constant stress. That is not to suggest that fathers don’t also experience stress and
depression, but often fathers are absent either at work or due to family break ups. My daughter
has learned that attention is sadly linked to need as | am discovering, is this ascent into autism or
the result of neglect as a result of autism in others?

Public services are struggling to catch up with the demand for an autism friendly approach.

Whilst awareness is growing fast there is a desperate need to look at attitudes of ignorance and
indifference. My responsibility for my children will not end when | die, it will continue for as long as
they live, as a parent is it imperative that | teach them skills for independent living to enable them
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to live not just survive. In living rewarding independent lives they are better able to contribute to
society and not just depend on it. People with autism, with the right guidance can excel in areas
that might at first seem prohibitive; they may need a great deal of encouragement to engage, a
mentor-especially an expert in their field can have a powerful influence on a young person with
autism-there is huge scope here for a service offered by retired or semi-retired professionals who
thrive on a challenge, experts carry a lot of weight, would that it could be in a positive way. | have
heard it said by professionals that ‘you have to wait for the mother to die to introduce services to
the child’ yes there are parents out there who seem to be locked into unhelpful battles of will and
determination to keep outsiders at bay, but just consider some of the attitudes above and multiply
them by 100 and understand that some parents have been indirectly abused by the system
through their children, (look at Winterbourne View 3. Some parents have been poorly parented
themselves in families where autism may have been a factor before we discovered its prevalence
and so may not know any difference, many parents live in ignorance and fear unable to determine
that their child might have a problem until it is too late and they are presented with an angry young
adult whose needs were missed at school and worst o
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Progress in implementing the 2010 Adult Autism Strategy.
http://www.nao.org.uk//idoc.ashx?docld=aa73991d-d02
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First can | just say that since the age of 5 1 was in a number of different classes and
groups and at different institutions to help me work on my social interaction skills.
So although 1 am on the ASD spectrum I am a lot more polished socially now than 1 would
have been if | hadn"t been diagnosed from an early age.

The thing about ASD people having high 1Q, speaking well and having a wide vocabulary
but still finding it hard in social interaction social communication and social
imagination: often 1 find it"s because of the fact we are so socially difficult we"re
often not used to people using it around us, as often we may only talk to people who
deliberately try to avoid that.

On the social imagination front when I was younger at the 2004 euro | heard the term
dark horse used for the first time and asked my mum but where"s the dark horse? Later
in the tournament 1 then said to my mum then Germany must be the white horses as 1
associated the term with the colours of the kit as that was the only logical conclusion
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Situations for People with Autism Spectrum Disorders. In my opinion, all first responders, parents of

children with autism, and persons on the autism spectrum, should read his book. (For more information on
classes, please visit Autism Risk & Safety Managment.)

Mr. Debbaudt’s co-presenter, Dr. Stephen Shore, is author of the book, Beyond the Wall: Personal
Experiences with Autism and Asperger Syndrome, and co-author of the Dummies series book,
Understanding Autism for Dummies. (Also visit www.autismasperger.net.) During his presentation, Dr.
Shore referred to the first wave phenomenon as the "autism tsunami." He estimates the average age of these
autism-boomers at somewhere between 17 and 19 years of age.

Consider this: the Center for Disease Control estimates 1 in 150 births currently are on the autism spectrum
and possibly still rising. 3 out of 4 are male. Half are nonverbal or profoundly verbally limited. They are
seven times more likely to encounter the police and at least three times more likely to be victims of violent
and/or sexual crimes. 4 out of 5 police calls will involve unusual or dangerous, not criminal, behaviors that
will often be difficult to manage or interpret. Two out of 5 will be prone to seizures, and a good deal of them
will be hypotonic (low-muscle-tone), making them prone to positional asphyxia and musculoskeletal
injuries. To top it all off, many of them will appear to be oblivious to pain, while others will shrink, as if in
pain (perhaps real pain), to your slightest touch.

2g principles to guide you

In the previous article, | tried to build a picture of recognition for subjects who may have an intellectual or
developmental disorder, including autism. Once you've encountered a subject who you think might have a
cognitive impairment, here are a few principles to help you out.
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Wrist compression come-along tactics may injure the subject without ever achieving the desired
result of compliance. When you “crank down” on the wrist, they might not wince or cry-out even if
you break their wrist! They are also hypotonic [meaning their muscles have less tone and tension
than most people’s] making them more susceptible to injury from wrist compression. Children and
elderly subjects are also very susceptible to this type of injury.

A baton strike may be useful as a means of disarming or creating dysfunction, should such a level of
force become necessary. However be prepared for a baton strike to fail as a method of pain
compliance or psychological control. Be ready to change your method and/or level of force quickly,
depending on the circumstances.
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