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Researching the Birmingham Shakespeare Library 

 

Situated under the golden dome on top of the Library of Birmingham in Centenary Square 

lies the Shakespeare Memorial Room. Designed by architect and Shakespeare lover, John 

Henry Chamberlain, this beautiful room, in a striking Elizabethan Revival style, once housed 

one of the UK’s most important cultural assets - the Shakespeare Memorial Library. 

Opened in 1868, Birmingham’s Shakespeare Library is one of the largest collections of 
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