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The Birmingham Shakespeare Memorial Library, the First Folio, and ‘The 
Napoleon of Booksellers’ 

 

From its very conception, the Shakespeare Memorial Library in Birmingham was an ambitious 

venture. When charismatic minister, and author of the ‘Civic Gospel’, George Dawson, wrote 

in Aris’s Birmingham Gazette that he wanted it to contain ‘every addition and translation of 
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A. Freeman, ‘Bernard Alexander Christian Quaritch (1819–1899)’, Oxford Dictionary of 

National Biography, (2009) 

S. Lee, Shakespeare’s comedies, histories, & tragedies; A Census of Extant Copies (Clarendon 

Press, Oxford, 1902) 

A.J. West, The Shakespeare First Folio: A new worldwide census of first folios (Oxford 

University Press, 2003) 
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