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Cannock Chase 

East Staffordshire 

North Warwickshire 

Redditch 

Stratford on Avon 

Tamworth 

Telford and Wrekin 

Wyre Forest 

 

1.3 Discussions are continuing with the remaining authorities and it is expected that 

there will be further agreements before the examination hearings. An addendum to 

the Duty to co-operate statement has been produced which updates the position 

and includes details of ongoing activity post submission. This is attached as an 

appendix to this statement 

 

1.4 It should of course be recognised that the Duty is to co-operate and not to agree – 

and there are a number of areas where there is a difference of view between the 

City Council and other authorities. Where this is the case it is recorded in the Duty to 

Co-operate statement (see paragraph 5.4).  

 

1.5 The Duty to Co-operate also applies to a range of other bodies in addition to 

neighbouring local authorities. The City Council’s involvement with these bodies is 

also summarised in the Duty to Co-operate Statement (DC2) – see paragraph 5.16. 
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2.1 Ultimately the legal basis for this is Section 33A of the Planning and Compulsory 

Purchase Act 2004 – the Duty to Co-operate - under which neighbouring Councils are 

required to take account of Birmingham’s objectively assessed housing requirements 

in preparing and reviewing their own development plans. 

 

2.2 Given the number of Councils potentially affected by this and the fact that  

authorities are at different stages in the development plan cycle, it has been 

recognised that it would not be possible for the issue to be addressed effectively 
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2. Undertake a third stage of this Study, to identify scenarios for accommodating any 

shortfall. 

3. Selection of a preferred approach for accommodating the shortfall through the 

preparation of the non-statutory LEP Spatial Plan. 

4. Where necessary, review of individual authorities’ development plans to bring 

forward additional land for housing development in line with the Spatial Plan. 

 

2.3 The authorities within the Black Country LEP have recognised the strength of this  

approach and the Housing Needs Study (steps 1 and 2 above) is also covering the 


