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G.1 These policies support and underpin the NPPF. They ensure the vitality of centres for 

the future, by protecting the network of centres and also promoting their future 

uses through growth, supporting a range of shops including small and independent 

retailing and promoting a diverse range of uses. These policies also recognise centres 

as the heart of communities and identify that they have varying roles. They also 

reinforce Birmingham’s importance as a tourist destination and continue to support 

this in the future. 
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1.1 This policy satisfies NPPF requirements to provide a network and hierarchy of local 

centres in the plan, sets out the preferred locations for growth, based on that 

growth being located within the network of centres and positively encourages the 

vitality and viability of centres.  
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2.1 Policy TP20 sets out in the table the levels of comparison retail floorspace that 

should be accommodated over the plan period in each of the hierarchy of centres.  

These figures derive from the Retail Needs Assessment update 2013, (EMP 6).  This 

complies with NPPF which states that Local Planning Authorities should undertake an 

assessment of the need to expand town centres. The comparison retail floorspace 

figures reflects the latest position in relation to per capita expenditure growth and 

the fact that internet sales are now expected to grow more rapidly. 

 

2.2 The levels of comparison retail floorspace illustrated in policy TP20 and the specific 

details of the location of this growth can be found in the following policies: City 

Centre – GA1, Sutton Coldfield Town Centre – GA 4, Perry Barr – GA 3, Meadway – 

GA 8, Selly Oak – GA 9.  

  

2.3 The levels of office development proposed within the Plan are derived from the 

Employment Land and Office Targets Study 2013 (EMP4) and the proposed 

distribution of this growth is also set out in policy TP20 with more detail provided in 

the Growth Area policies. 
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4.3 A more detailed explanation of the background to the issues at Longbridge is set out 

in the Council’s response to Issue 18 of Matter G. 
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Add 
+';:!,/;" to the list of District Centres and delete it from the list of Local 

 Centres.  

Add in the table underneath District Centre after the last sentence. 
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To reflect the grant of planning permission for a 14,832 sq m gross Marks and 

Spencer store at Longbridge. 
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Amend to read:  

�$"�
+';:!,/;"�		� �+%,-1��	8��)"#)�+3#�specific levels of retail and office 

floorspace for the new centre at Longbridge. 
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To reflect the grant of planning permission for a 14,832 sq m gross Marks and 

Spencer store at Longbridge. 
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4.4 The Council does not support this. It is recognised that there are a mixture of 

commercial uses at Edgbaston Mill which are loosely related to the Edgbaston 

Cricket Ground. However these are not closely integrated with one another and are 

separated by major roads. The Council does not therefore consider that this can be 

described as a centre. The retail uses present in this location certainly do not justify 

District Centre status. The other centres within the Calthorpe Estate are small 

shopping parades, which fall below the categories of centres set out in paragraph 

7.22. 
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4.5 The need for some additional retail offer has been identified in Policy GA5, and this 

states that a range of supporting facilities will be included as part of the 

development which include schools, health care facilities and local shops and 
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existing policies that this should include cultural


