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2.2 The NPPF requires local planning authorities to ensure that their plan meets 

‘objectively assessed needs’ for housing. All reasonable options for accommodating 

the level of growth projected, within the existing urban area, have been explored, 

including building at higher densities, allocating open space for housing, and 

allocating employment land for the housing. However, none of these options are 

capable of delivering much additional development capacity without unacceptable 

adverse consequences. (See Options Consultation HTY11 and Sustainability Appraisal 

SUB3). 

 

2.3 In the absence of any deliverable option and having limited capacity within the urban 

area, the Council undertook an assessment of the City’s Green Belt, which concluded 

that it would be acceptable to allocate a site of 273 hectares, to the east of Walmley, 

Sutton Coldfield as a Sustainable Urban Extension. (See Green Belt Assessment PG1). 

 

2.4 The reasons for not allocating further land for housing from the Green Belt are set 

out in Issue 8 below. 

 

�(()#�;�



3 

 

available to meet projected demand over the plan period. The Council therefore 

undertook an assessment of the City’s Green Belt, which concluded that it would be 

acceptable to allocate a site of 80 hectares at Peddimore, Sutton Coldfield as a best 

quality employment site to address the shortage in supply (See Green Belt 

Assessment PG1).  

 

3.4 It is clear that without the Peddimore proposal the City will not be able to 

accommodate demand for best quality land over the plan period resulting in the loss 

of jobs and investment within the City. 
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4.7 Birmingham Cross City Clinical Commissioning Gr
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6.4 The Strategic Flood Risk Assessment Level 1 (ES8) provides a high level assessment of 

the flood risk of all the proposed development sites in the BDP.  Area D is completely 

unaffected by flood risk. The Environment Agency and Severn Trent Water have 

raised no objection to the allocation of Area D for employment development.  
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6.5 Significant infrastructure improvements are required before the Peddimore 

development can come forward including a new junction on the A38 which will 

provide access to the site.  It is anticipated that the earliest date at which land will 

become available to the market for the development of new industrial units is in 

2018/2019. The rate of delivery will depend upon the nature of demand and the 

type of occupier secured but is expected that the development will be completed 

during the plan period.   
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7.1 The requirements of Policy GA6 are consistent with the principles and policies in the 
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8.1 The need for growth to meet identified development needs is capable of being an 

exceptional circumstance, but it does not justify further alterations to the Green Belt 

boundary for housing and/or employment land in the BDP.  

 

8.2 The Green Belt Assessment (PG3) considered all of the City’s (very limited) Green 

Belt and identified key physical and environmental constraints. It assessed the role 

of each area against the NPPF purposes of the Green Belt resulting in the discounting 

of those areas for development as set out in Appendix 1 of the document. Detailed 

assessments were undertaken of the option areas A – D, concluding that areas A and 

B are more sensitive to development both in relation to the role and function of the 

Green Belt, but also in relation to their ecology, landscape and archaeology and 

historic environment. Further releases of land for development were viewed as 
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expansion of Jaguar Land Rover at their existing site at Castle Bromwich and the 

proposals in the Bordesley Area Action Plan (G4) for the Birmingham Wheels site.  




