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Does	  the	  plan	  comply	  with	  national	  policy	  in	  its	  approach	  to	  the	  Green	  Belt?	  

My	  answer	  to	  this	  is	  no.	  	  I	  say	  this	  because	  on	  the	  one	  hand	  without	  the	  proposed	  green	  belt	  
development	  the	  plan	  would	  be	  just	  about	  perfect	  but	  on	  the	  other,	  as	  a	  result	  of	  the	  proposed	  green	  
belt	  development	  the	  plan	  contains	  a	  fundamental	  flaw	  and	  as	  a	  consequence,	  the	  ‘overall’	  plan	  is	  not	  
consistent	  with	  sustainable	  development.	  

If	  instead	  the	  plan	  was	  more	  about	  developing	  green	  infrastructure	  and	  less	  about	  turning	  green	  
infrastructure	  into	  grey	  infrastructure	  then	  I	  think	  we	  would	  have	  a	  plan	  that	  demonstrates	  the	  right	  
balance	  between	  economic,	  social	  and	  environmental	  well-‐being	  for	  both	  present	  and	  future	  
generations.	  This	  I	  will	  argue	  is	  not	  only	  a	  balance	  that	  is	  consistent	  with	  sustainable	  development	  here	  
in	  Birmingham,	  but	  a	  balance	  that	  is	  also	  consistent	  with	  sustainable	  development	  in	  the	  UK,	  in	  the	  EU	  
and	  globally.	  

In	  order	  for	  the	  plan	  to	  achieve	  an	  ‘overall’	  consistency	  with	  sustainable	  development	  and	  so	  to	  
become	  fully	  sound,	  I	  propose	  that	  rather	  than	  the	  existing	  green	  belt	  development	  strategies	  



To	  increase	  food	  supply,	  namely	  fruit	  and	  nuts	  and	  vegetables	  where	  grown	  in	  low	  carbon	  agricultural	  
enterprises	  situated	  in	  and	  around	  the	  forest	  and	  so	  overall,	  an	  increased	  level	  of	  food	  security	  for	  
Birmingham	  

An	  opportunity	  to	  facilitate	  and	  develop	  low	  carbon	  sustainable	  enterprises	  in	  relation	  to	  forestry	  
work,	  timber	  supply,	  coppicing	  work,	  craftwork	  ,	  education	  and	  research	  work	  

An	  increase	  in	  natural	  resources	  and	  so	  a	  reduction	  in	  the	  cost	  of	  construction	  materials	  and	  so	  an	  
increase	  in	  housing	  affordability	  

An	  increase	  in	  job	  satisfaction	  and	  fulfilment	  and	  increases	  in	  the	  diversity	  and	  creativity	  of	  skills	  within	  
Birmingham’s	  economy	  

An	  increase	  in	  the	  integrity	  and	  protection	  of	  the	  green	  belt	  and	  its	  essential	  role	  in	  preventing	  urban	  
sprawl	  

An	  increase	  in	  the	  health	  benefits	  as	  a	  result	  of	  engaging	  with	  a	  multi-‐functional	  forested	  green	  space	  
with	  associated	  benefits	  in	  well-‐being	  that	  are	  derived	  from	  being	  in	  natural	  places,	  leading	  to	  greater	  
community	  cohesion,	  greater	  civic	  pride	  and	  a	  greater	  respect	  for	  Nature	  

Extensive	  increases	  in	  biodiversity	  enhancement	  both	  within	  human	  and	  non-‐human	  communities	  

A	  more	  efficient	  and	  low	  cost	  upstream	  flood	  management	  system	  	  

An	  increase	  in	  the	  oxygenisation	  of	  the	  air	  around	  Birmingham,	  an	  extensive	  carbon	  sink	  and	  so	  a	  
reduction	  in	  Birmingham’s	  CO2	  emissions	  and	  so	  a	  reduction	  in	  Birmingham’s	  carbon	  footprint	  

And	  finally	  an	  extensive	  pollution	  filtration	  system	  that	  not	  only	  mitigates	  the	  pollution	  created	  by	  the	  



More	  stress	  as	  a	  result	  of	  increased	  pressures	  on	  our	  health	  systems	  and	  transport	  systems	  with	  a	  



too.	  	  This	  means	  that	  this	  plan,	  for	  the	  period	  2014-‐2031,	  is	  the	  foundation	  from	  which	  the	  next	  plan	  
will	  be	  developed.	  Therefore	  a	  plan	  that	  contains	  inherently	  unsustainable	  strategies	  –	  as	  this	  one	  does	  
-‐	  the	  consequences	  of	  unsound	  strategies	  is	  not	  only	  felt	  by	  present	  generations,	  but	  felt	  by	  future	  
generations	  too	  who	  will	  have	  to	  remedy	  at	  expense	  to	  their	  own	  well-‐being	  any	  mistakes	  that	  we	  
make	  today..	  	  	  

Thank-‐you	  for	  reading	  and	  thank-‐you	  all	  for	  helping	  to	  create	  a	  society	  that	  puts	  sustainable	  
development	  at	  the	  heart	  of	  our	  social,	  economic	  and	  environmental	  interactions	  with	  one	  another	  

	  


