
 

 

 

 



1.0 Introduction 

 

1.1 Birmingham is the youngest city of its size in Europe. In 2011 45.6% of 

Birmingham’s residents were under 30 compared to 37.6% in England 

as a whole.  

 

1.2 After a long period of population decline in the 1960s, 70s and 80s, 

Birmingham’s population began to grow again in the 1990s. Between 

2001 and 2011 it increased by 9.1% to 1,073,000, a faster rate of 

growth than was experienced in the rest of the West Midlands or 

across the country as a whole. The young age structure of the City’s 

population means that growth looks set to continue. Currently the 

number of births exceeds the number of deaths in the City by about 

10,000 a year. In addition Birmingham is an entry point for 

international migration providing a further source of growth. The 

latest (2012-based) ONS projections indicate that Birmingham’s 

population will increase by around 150,000 between 2011 and 2031, 

to around 1.25 million. 

 

1.3 For over 20 years Birmingham has been pursuing an ‘urban 

renaissance’ strategy, which has had the central objective of returning 

the City to growth and prosperity, following the collapse of many of 

its staple industries during the recession of the late 1970s and early 

1980s. This strategy has been (and continues to be) widely supported, 

not just in Birmingham but across the West Midlands. ‘Urban 

renaissance’ and support for Birmingham’s role as an international 

city is not only at the heart of Birmingham’s planning policies - it was 

also at the heart of the West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy, 

before it was revoked in 2013. 

 

1.4 For the City Council a commitment to urban renaissance brings with it 

a commitment to welcome new investment, growth and 

development. The Council therefore follows a ‘growth agenda’, under 

which it seeks to work with public and private sector partners to 

deliver new investment and to use this to make Birmingham a  better 

and more sustainable place for everyone who lives here. This means 

that the Council has followed a predominantly ‘brownfield’ strategy to 



2.0 Scale of the Challenge 

 

2.1 The National Planning Policy Framework requires Councils to plan to 

meet ‘objectively assessed needs’ for new development. The City 

Council has commissioned a range of work to assist in assessing 

Birmingham’s needs over the next twenty years. The starting point for 

this is the expectation that the City’s population will grow by 150,000 



Birmingham under the now revoked West Midlands Regional Spatial 

Strategy. Only the retail requirement is lower. 

 

2.7 In relation to transport the Council is in the process of developing a 20 

year plan (the Birmingham Mobility Action Plan) for investment in the 

City’s transport infrastructure aimed at improving connectivity and 

reducing congestion.  

 

2.8 Under the existing Development Plan strategy, priority is given to 

providing for growth on brownfield sites within the existing urban 

area. The City Council has therefore undertaken a careful analysis of 

the capacity of the urban area to accommodate further growth. This 

has revealed difficulties in respect of both housin
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4.6 



GBSLEP has committed itself to prepare a Spatial Pl



period on a pro rata basis, the annual requirement would be 2,555. 



7.2 However, forecast population growth over the next twenty years 

creates new challenges – and in particular the challenge of providing 

for the new homes and jobs that will be required to meet the needs 

of this population growth. 

 

7.3 Although Birmingham has many brownfield development 

opportunities – and taking advantage of these remains a priority – the 

simple reality is that the capacity of these sites is inadequate to meet 

the demand. 

 

7.4 The Council has therefore considered alternative options and reached 

the conclusion that it is both necessary and acceptable to allow some 

development to proceed on land which is currently designated as 

Green Belt. If housing completions are to be brought up to levels 

which will meet the identified need over the plan period, it is essential 

that this additional supply is brought forward as quickly as possible. 

 

7.5 Even this will not be sufficient to meet the whole of the City’s 

requirements – and so the Council has initiated and is actively 

pursuing joint work with neighbouring Councils to bring forward 

additional land outside the City boundary. 

 

7.6 The submission Birmingham Development Plan reflects this approach. 

The plan will enable an increase in housing and employment delivery 

within Birmingham to the maximum level possible and the Council is 
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